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vessel is advertised, the places are speedily engaged. It is a natural impulse in tha 
mind of man to seek to better his condition. America gains, and we hope Ireland does 
not lose by these emigrations. Those who go out leave more room for those who remain, 
and the state of our population is such as to be able advantageously to bear those drains. 
Ireland is relieved of a superabundant population, and America gains useful citizens to 
people her widely extended territories. It is a mistaken maxim in the system of govern- 
ing, to suppose that one nation loses, when another gains. 

Exchange in Belfast on London this month has been pretty steadily at 9 to 9 J per ty 



NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

From February 20, till March 20. 
Aloft in air, upborne on daring wing, 
The towering Lark, ascending, hails the spring ; 
And pour'd from every vocal wood around, 
The notes of love and vernal joy resound. 

BACHELOR. 

Winter at all times accompanied with melancholy sensations, has been during the late 
months clad in more than usual dreariness, continual hurricanes covered the ocean with 
horrors, and our shores presented scenes of distress, almost without a parallel in the 
history of any winter. 

It is not without reason, therefore, that we hail the present fine weather, rejoice with 
the soaring Lark, and the various songsters of our groves, and view the opening buds 
and expanding flowers as harbingers of a still finer season. 
Feb. 22. .. Snowdrops (Galanthus Nivalis) in full flower. 

25. ..Saw a specimen of Mountain Finch or brambling, (Fringilla Momipingilla) 
caught near Belfast during the snow. 

27. ..Single blue and double red Hepatica (Anemone Hepatica) flowering. 

Black-bird (Turdus Merula)....Yellowhammer (Emberiza Citrinella) singing. 
March 2.. .Mezereon (Daphne Mezereon) flowering.. .Common Yellow Crocus (Cro- 
cus Mcesiacus), and Purple Stripped White (Crocus biilorus) almost full blown. 
5.. .Frogs (Rana. temporania) croaking. 
6.. .Flesh coloured Heath (Erica herbacea). 
8. ..Two leaved Squill (ScUla bifolia) flowering. 
12.. .White Dogs tooth Violet (Erythronium Dens Canis).. .Sweet scented Violet 
(Viola odorata)... Nettle Butterfly (Papilio Urtica) ...Humble Bees (Apis terrestris) and 
Female Wasps (Vespa Vulgaris) appearing. 

14... Dwarf Daffodil (Narcissus minor) flowering. 

17. ..Barren Strawberry (Fragaria steriIis)...Figwort (Ranunculus Ficaria) flower, 
ing... Field fares returned. 



METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 

From tlu 90th February to the 20th March. 
It was not until the 8th of March, that we could flatter ourselves with a termination 
to the very wet and tempestuous weather which has prevailed since the beginning of 
November. Since that time it will be seen by the diary, that the fine weather has 
been almost uninterrupted by a disagreeable day, and we have now reason to hope that 
a long period of pleasant sun-shine will make amends for the late uncomfortable 
winter. 

February 21, 22, Very wetdays. 

23,—. Showery. 

24, Fine. 

25,..- Fine day, wet evening. 

26, 27, Showery and stormy. 

28, Wet. 

March 1, 6, ...Showery; verv stormv nights. 

7, Snow on the hills in tne morning. Finedays. 
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8, Fine. 

9, .....Gentle shower*. 

10, 17, , Fine dry days. 

18, 20 Dark, with light rain. 

Duringthe month of February, the Thermometer during the morning never Uglier 
than 44, and was not below 33" Oa the 2d •and 4A at March, it was as High as 50, 
and on the 20th it was as high -as 51, 2nd it has always Been up aboye"36, at 8 «»'clt»ckj 
although slight hoar frost appears about sun-rise. 

The Barometer was on the 22d of February, 28.5, on the 26th 28.6; the rest of the 
time it has varied from 29, which it was ohUSS 25th of February, to the height of 
30.4; which it was on the 12, 13, 14, and 15th,of March. 

The wind has been observed S.E. 4... SAV*. 14... S.2...W; 3....N.W. 3...N.E. 5 times, 
so that southerly has been much the most prevailing. 



MEDICAL REMARK. 

ABUSUS OPTlMf, PESSJMUM. 

There is a set of people in the Eist, particularly in Egypt, who have long posses- 
sed the art ot rendering the bites of the most poisonous serpents perfectly harmless, 
and Who are accustomed to walk, in religious processions, with numbers of viper* 
coiling about their necks, arms, and bodies, playing with theni all the time as with 
fillets of ribbon, and mocking their fury. These magicians, or physicians, are often, 
of the female sex, and their art is said to consist in breaking the teeth of the animal, 
and, by that means, dispersing the poison collected at their sockets, in a small bag, 
or follicle. Happily this island is exempted, by the kindness of nature, from the ne- 
cessity of such practitioners. But if we be free from Venomous reptiles, and animal 
poisons, there is a prodigious number of persons, of all descriptions, ages, and sexes, 
who are fond of playing with the most active mineral poisons, and children even on 
the breast, are taught to swallow them, from time to time, till one would think they 
Used sweet mercury for a nourishment, rather than for the cure of a disease. 

Cai.omei is the popular poison it present; an active and excellent remedy, when 
vied in proper circumstances, and at proper intervals ; but the abuse of the best me- 
dicines is, in no instance, more remarkable, as the wan and woeful visage of chil- 
dren in the higher ranks of life, often testify. A medicine, in one or two instan- 
ces, works an unexpected cure; if the patients be people of distinction, the medicine 
acquires celebrity, and takes the lead of its shop-mates. Calomel, a milder and, more 
mitigated form of that most active mineral poison, Corrosive Sublimate, is at present 
the fashionable drug, as Bilious is, and has been, for some time past, the fashionable 
character of disease. 

Although this medicine may certainly by its action on the biliary ducH, be well 
adapted to relieve from an excess of bile, and in consequence be justly entitled to the 
appellation of a Chologogue, yet the frequent recurrence of this very stimulus, very 
certainly tends of itself to the iuereased secretion of bile, and adds to the permanence, 
of the very complaint for which it operates as a temporary relief. And thus, as in 
all cases of habitual stimulus, the bilious habit is often created, instead of being cured. 
Indeed the prevalent tendency of the practice of physic to the general, and indis- 
criminate use of purgatives, in almost all diseases, or inclination to disease, lays a 
foundation, we fear for weakness in the visceral organs, of itself the proximate cans? 
of manv disorders. The excessive quantities of Calomel which have beeU admini- 
stered even to children, in several complaints, as we find related, from time to time, 
in our periodical publications, are indeed so surprising, that we are really glad to 
find in general, such powerful prescriptions are reserved for cases almost always 
found desperate, and incurable, and thus less doubt is liable to be entertained that 
the disease, and not the drug, produced the mortal event. For the honour of physic 
I shall not recount the quantities oi this single medicine which have been pi escribed. 
And all that 1 wish to observe is, that Calomel, in small doses, is very usefully employed 
as an occasional stimulus to the excretoriesof the liver, as upon the whole of those ei'the 
alimentary cana!, but thir the pcrpituaL use of it, particularly in l.-.rge doses,, often 



